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Weather Channel flooded
by viewers for Ian news

The television at the Rescue Hose Co. in Greencastle, Pa., was tuned to The

Weather Channel for the latest news on Hurricane lan last week. PROVIDED

Network sees biggest audience in five years

David Bauder
ASSOCIATED PRESS

NEW YORK - The Weather Channel
reached its biggest audience in five
years last week when Hurricane Ian
made its destructive landfall in western
Florida.

The average audience of 3.4 million
people last Wednesday was more than
any other day for the network since
Hurricane Harvey deluged Texas with
record amounts of rainfall in 2017, the
Nielsen company said.

The network’s peak day came de-
spite other cable news and broadcast
networks also devoting resources to the
storm, and a myriad of streaming op-
tions that gave people many different
ways to follow Ian and its aftermath.

For example, the free streaming ser-
vice Local Now, which is owned along-
side The Weather Channel by the Allen
Media Group, had a record-setting day
for usage last Wednesday, the company
said.

Through the service, people could
watch local news coverage of Ian from
markets in Tampa, Fort Myers and Or-
lando in Florida.

Allen would not give precise figures
on how many people used the service.

Another new wrinkle from the
Weather Channel app were screen
views that allowed users to watch the

storm’s progress through fixed cameras
placed in Ian’s path, in Fort Myers
Beach, Punta Gorda and Venice, Flori-
da, for example.

The average consumer who used the
app spent a staggering four hours there
on the day the storm hit, the Weather
Channel said.

Fox Weather, a streaming service
that debuted a year ago, easily had its
most-used day ever last Wednesday, al-
though Fox also wouldn’t provide spe-
cific details. During three overnight
hours after the storm hit, Fox News
Channel simulcast the coverage on the
Fox Weather stream.

NBC was the winner again during the
second week of the new television sea-
son, averaging 6.1 million viewers in
prime time, Nielsen said. CBS averaged
5.7 million, ABC had 4 million, Fox had
2.2 million, Univision had 1.3 million,
Ion Television had 900,000 and Tele-
mundo had 820,000.

ESPN was the most-watched cable
network, averaging 2.15 million viewers
in prime time. Fox News Channel had
2.12 million, MSNBC had 1.15 million,
HGTV had 796,00 and CNN had
756,000.

ABC’s “World News Tonight” won
the evening news ratings race, averag-
ing 8.4 million viewers. NBC’s “Nightly
News” had 7.1 million and the “CBS Eve-
ning News” had 5 million.

Most-watched

programs

For the week of Sept. 26-Oct. 2,
the 15 most-watched programs in
prime time, their networks and
viewerships:

1. NFL Football: Kansas City at
Tampa Bay, NBC, 20.85 million.

2. “NFL Pregame Show” (Sunday),
NBC, 15.74 million.

3. “Football Night in America,”
NBC, 11.04 million.

4. “60 Minutes,” CBS, 10.27 million.

5. NFL Football: Dallas at N.Y.
Giants, ABC, 10.18 million.

6. NFL Football: Dallas at N.Y.
Giants, ESPN, 7.73 million.

7. “The Equalizer,” CBS,
7.09 million.

8. “FBI,” CBS, 7.08 million.
9. “Young Sheldon,” CBS,

6.88 million.

10. “Chicago Fire,” NBC,
6.73 million.

11. “Chicago Med,” NBC,
6.6 million.

12. “Ghosts,” CBS, 6.46 million.

13. “NFL Pregame Show” (Monday),
ABC, 6.28 million.

14. “The Voice” (Monday), NBC,
6.111 million.

15. “NCIS,” CBS, 6.107 million.

Texas puts

to death
inmate who
fought prayer,
contact rules

Juan A. Lozano
ASSOCIATED PRESS

HUNTSVILLE, Texas — A Texas
death row inmate whose case rede-
fined the role of spiritual advisers in
death chambers nationwide was exe-
cuted Wednesday, despite the efforts
of a district attorney to stop his lethal
injection.

John Henry Ramirez, 38, was exe-
cuted at the state penitentiary in
Huntsville. He was convicted of killing
46-year-old Pablo Castro in 2004, as
he took out the trash while working at
a convenience store in
Corpus Christi.

Prosecutors said Ra-
mirez robbed Castro of
$1.25 then stabbed him
29 times. Castro’s kill-
ing took place during a
series of robberies con-
ducted by Ramirez and
two women following a three-day drug
binge. Ramirez fled to Mexico but was
arrested 3% years later.

Ramirez challenged state prison
rules that prevented his pastor from
touching him and praying aloud dur-
ing his execution, saying his religious
freedom was being violated. That
challenge led to his execution being
delayed as well as the executions of
others.

In March, the U.S. Supreme Court
sided with Ramirez, saying states
must accommodate the wishes of
death row inmates who want to have
their faith leaders pray and touch
them during their executions.

On Monday, the Texas Board of Par-
dons and Paroles unanimously de-
clined to commute Ramirez’s death
sentence to a lesser penalty. Accord-
ing to his attorney, Ramirez had ex-
hausted all possible appeals and no fi-
nal request to halt the execution was
filed with the U.S. Supreme Court.

The lead prosecutor at Ramirez’s
trial in 2008, Mark Skurka, said it was
unfair that Ramirez had someone
praying over him as he died when Cas-
tro didn’t have the same opportunity.

“It has been along time coming, but
Pablo Castro will probably finally get
the justice that his family has sought
for so long, despite the legal delays,”
said Skurka, who later served as Nue-
ces County district attorney before re-
tiring.

Ramirez’s attorney, Seth Kretzer,
said while he feels empathy for Cas-
tro’s family, his client’s challenge was
about protecting religious freedoms
for all. Ramirez was not asking for
something new but something that
has been part of jurisprudence
throughout history, Kretzer said. He
said even Nazi war criminals were pro-
vided ministers before their execu-
tions after World War II.

“That was not a reflection on some
favor we were doing for the Nazis,”
Kretzer said. “Providing religious ad-
ministration at the time of death is a
reflection of the relative moral
strength of the captors.”

Kretzer said Ramirez’s spiritual ad-
viser, Dana Moore, was also allowed to
hold a Bible in the death chamber,
which hadn’t been permitted before.

Ramirez
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Israel’s Netanyahu hospitalized
weeks before national election

Former Israeli Prime Minister Benja-
min Netanyahu was hospitalized
Wednesday after feeling unwell during
the Jewish fasting day of Yom Kippur.

Israel’s public broad-
caster Kan said Netanya-
hu, 72, was taken to Jeru-
salem’s Shaarei Tzedek
hospital after feeling
chest pains while attend-
ing synagogue services.
Local media quoted the
hospital as saying he un-
derwent a series of tests
that came out normal, but was being
kept under observation overnight.

In a statement on social media, Net-
anyahu said, “I feel better and thank ev-
eryone for the support and love.”

The hospitalization comes less than a
month before Israel holds its fifth na-
tional election in under four years.

The Nov. 1 election, like the previous
four, is focused largely on whether vot-
ers believe Netanyahu, who is on trial
for corruption charges, is fit to lead the

Netanyahu

nation.

Opinion polls point to his Likud party
finishing first, but it remains unclear
whether allied parties would capture
enough seats to allow him to form a ma-
jority coalition government in parlia-
ment.

Yom Kippur, the annual Day of
Atonement on the Jewish calendar, is
marked by intense prayer and a 25-hour
fast.

Man gets life sentence in killing
of retired St. Louis police captain

A 26-year-old man was sentenced
Wednesday to life in prison for killing a
retired St. Louis police captain as he
tried to stop a pawn shop from being
looted during racial injustice protests
two years ago.

The St. Louis Post-Dispatch reports
that the life term was mandatory after
Stephan Cannon, of Glasgow Village,
was convicted in July of first-degree
murder in the death of 77-year-old Da-
vid Dorn.

Cannon also was sentenced to an ad-
ditional 30 years for robbery, burglary
and three counts of armed criminal ac-

tion.

Dorn, who was Black,
was a friend of the pawn
shop’s owner. He showed
up at the north St. Louis
business as it was being
ransacked on June 2,
2020.

His death drew atten-
tion nationwide because it occurred
amid protests across the country in re-
sponse to the murder of George Floyd by
Minneapolis police.

Across St. Louis that night, Dorn and
four officers were shot, authorities were
pelted with rocks and fireworks, and 55
businesses were burglarized or dam-
aged.

Cannon told Dorn’s family he was
“sorry for their loss” but denied being
the shooter.

Guilty! Law school sends out
erroneous admissions emails

A Massachusetts law school says it’s
guilty of accidentally sending accep-
tance emails to thousands of former and
current applicants.

The Northeastern University School

of Law in a statement Wednesday
blamed a “technical error” for the glitch,
saying the erroneous emails went to
more than 200 people who applied for
admission starting next fall, as well as to
nearly 4,000 former applicants, some of
whom are already enrolled.

“The School of Law quickly sent a
clarifying email explaining the error. In-
dividual outreach is also taking place to
applicants with concerns,” the Boston
school said.

Final admissions decisions will not
be made until later in the academic year.

“The School of Law deeply regrets
this unintended mistake and is taking
steps to ensure that it will not happen in
the future,” the school said.

Lakisha Papoutsakis, a single mother
from Northborough, Massachusetts,
who received the acceptance email, told
NBCI10 Boston that she has dreamed of
going to law school since she was a
child. She shared the good news with
her loved ones before noticing the fol-
low-up email.

“I was like, ‘Oh my God this is so
amazing, and then it was like, ‘Oh no,
sorry, April Fool’s Day, ” she said.

From wire reports



