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not at full capacity when the blaze oc-
curred, she said. 

Around 7 p.m. Wednesday, the sta!
smelled smoke in the building and went
to investigate, Strentzsch said. That’s
when they saw the children’s play area
engulfed in "ames. 

“Everyone got out safely, including
their pets,” Strentzsch said. 

Founded in 1986 as the Comal County
Women’s Center, the nonpro#t was later
transformed into an agency dedicated
to addressing victims of domestic vio-
lence and sexual assault. 

The nonpro#t built the emergency
shelter in 1994. In 2020, it was expand-
ed to accommodate 62 beds and o$ce
space. 

Walking through the damage on Fri-
day, Strentzsch said it’s likely that the
shelter’s roof will have to be replaced. 

“I kept thinking, ‘Thank God no one
was hurt,’” she said. “I kept thinking this

agency has served this community for
almost 36 years. How are we going to re-
group and continue to provide these

critical services?”
While the Crisis Center cannot ac-

cept new shelter clients, it is still provid-

ing other services, such as case man-
agement, counseling and its 24/7 crisis
hotline at 830-620-4357.

The nonpro#t is searching for a tem-
porary shelter.

Shelter
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How to help
Those displaced by the !re at the
shelter are in need of:

h Hygiene products for adults and
children, such as shampoo, soap,
toothpaste, toothbrushes, deodorant,
body lotion, body wash, hairbrushes,
etc.

h Breakfast and snack items
(individually wrapped).

h Storage space to secure salvageable
items from the shelter.

For monetary donations, visit
paypal.me/ccccnbtx, or click the
“Donate” button on the nonpro!t’s
website: www.crisiscenternb.org. You
can drop off donations at 1528 E.
Common St., Suite 6., in New Braunfels.The Comal County Crisis Center said its emergency shelter in New Braunfels that

houses victims of domestic violence and sexual assault was destroyed by a !re.
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Nueces County District Attorney
Mark Gonzalez #led a motion to recall
Corpus Christi death row inmate John
Henry Ramirez’s execution date and
death warrant in a stunning reversal
Thursday.

Gonzalez, citing his
“#rm belief” that the
death penalty is unethi-
cal, said he believes the
penalty “should not be
imposed on Mr. Ramirez
or any other person”
while he is in o$ce.

“I’ve been open about
not wanting to seek the death penalty,
and I think it’d be hypocritical of me as a
person not wanting to seek the death
penalty and then setting a date of exe-
cution for someone, for it to be carried
out,” Gonzalez told the Caller-Times
Thursday.

Gonzalez’s o$ce, however, #led a
motion last week requesting a new exe-
cution date for Ramirez.

94th District Judge Bobby Galvan
subsequently ordered Ramirez’s execu-
tion date be set for Oct. 5. 

Gonzalez said that request was #led
without his knowledge.

“Once it was brought to my 
attention, we wanted to correct that im-
mediately,” Gonzalez told the Caller-
Times. “That’s why we #led that motion
to withdraw today.”

Gonzalez said that while he realizes
Ramirez might still face execution
someday, he’s determined not to let it
happen under his watch.

“I know that I’m doing this on a case
where I don’t think innocence is a ques-
tion,” Gonzalez said. “DAs still have op-
portunities to do what they feel is right.
... I’m always going to do what I think is
right, even if I get backlash.”

Ramirez, 37, was sentenced to death
by the state in 2008 for the fatal stab-
bing of Pablo Castro, a 45-year-old con-
venience store clerk, during a robbery in
Corpus Christi.

Ramirez was a 20-year-old kitchen
worker when he and two women con-
fronted Castro outside a Times Market

in Corpus Christi in search of money to
buy drugs.

According to an earlier Caller-Times
article, Ramirez beat and kicked Castro
and stabbed him 29 times with a 6-inch
serrated knife. The group left the scene
with $1.25 in their pockets.

The two women, Christina Chavez
and Angela Rodriguez, were arrested
soon after the crime. Rodriguez was lat-
er sentenced to a 99-year prison term
for murder and Chavez received a 25-

year prison sentence for aggravated
robbery.

Ramirez, however, wasn’t arrested
until 2008 at the Texas-Mexico border. 

During Ramirez’s sentencing in
2009, one of Castro’s sons said “he’s
getting what he deserves.”

Last month, the U.S. Supreme Court
granted Ramirez’s request that his pas-
tor be able to place his hands on him and
pray aloud during his execution.

A state policy had previously pre-

vented Ramirez’s pastor, Dana Moore,
of the Second Baptist Church in Corpus
Christi, from doing so.

“Just as (the Texas Department of
Criminal Justice’s) immoral protocol on
ministerial touch and prayer was found
to be illegal by the Supreme Court of the
United States, the D.A. earlier today
made the moral determination -and
correct legal judgment- not to proceed
with Ramirez’s execution set for Octo-
ber,” Ramirez’s attorney, Seth Kretzer,
said in statement to the Caller-Times
Thursday.

“I look forward to Judge Galvan’s or-
der withdrawing the death warrant
which was signed only two days ago,”
Kretzer said. “Otherwise, (I) will imme-
diately #le a mandamus with the Court
of Criminal Appeals in Austin.”

Sta! writer Chase Rogers contribut-
ed to this story.

Kailey E. Hunt covers breaking news
and public safety in South Texas. Help
support more local coverage with a sub-
scription at caller.com/subscribe.
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District Attorney Mark Gonzalez takes notes during a jury trial at the Nueces County Courthouse on Thursday. 
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Ramirez

Ramirez, 37, was sentenced to death by the state in 2008

for the fatal stabbing of Pablo Castro, a 45-year-old

convenience store clerk, during a robbery in Corpus

Christi. Ramirez was a 20-year-old kitchen worker when he

and two women confronted Castro outside a Times Market

in Corpus Christi in search of money to buy drugs. 

Austin, not far from what is now the site
for Tesla’s Gigafactory. The alluvial soil
there was rich, but the center moved to a
site with Hill Country scenery in south-
west Austin, where abundant wild"ow-
er meadows now share the landscape
with tree-shaded trails, natural play-
grounds, nature-themed exhibits and
demos on sustainable gardening.

3. The Statesman raised money 
for wildflowers in her honor.

After Johnson’s death in 2007, this
newspaper raised $150,000 during its
#ve-year “Lady Bird’s Legacy” project.
The money went for wild"ower seeds
that were distributed to schoolchildren
and to the highway department, in some
cases to seed particular areas dedicated
to the memory of loved ones. Many of
those plants have since propagated
through natural processes, while others
sadly were plowed under during road
expansions.

4. Wildflower fans need to be
cautious.

Johnson was often photographed in
#elds of Texas wild"owers, yet she
would be the #rst to warn newcomers to
#rst beware of snakes, livestock, barbed
plants and #re ants. Don’t trespass on
private property and, if snapping the
family on the side of the road — never a
major highway — pull far o! the shoul-
der onto "at, dry, solid ground. 

5. And where you can usually !nd
wildflowers.

She would also send you to places
that predictably burst into color every
spring, at least when weather threats
such as droughts, storms or freezes
don’t interfere. That usually reliable list
might include the Texas Hill Country
Wine and Wild"ower Trail, Willow City
Loop, Wildseed Farms, Highland Lakes
Bluebonnet Trail, state parks, the Hill
Country towns of Burnet and Llano, as
well as the Lady Bird Johnson National
Wild"ower Center.

Wild#owers
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ROWLETT, Texas – Investigators
found main rotor impact marks next to a
tail boom that separated from a helicop-

ter just before a crash near Dallas, the
National Transportation Safety Board
reported Thursday.

In a preliminary report, the NTSB
said impact marks were consistent with

in-"ight contact, and investigators
found no evidence of any pre-separa-
tion failures on the aircraft.

A student helicopter pilot and a "ight
instructor died in the March 25 crash in

a vacant lot in a Rowlett, Texas, com-
mercial strip.

Witnesses reported seeing the heli-
copter lose its tail rotor and spin uncon-
trollably before crashing and burning.

NTSB: Main rotor blade struck tail boom on doomed helicopter
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